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University of Maine Press: A New Beginning
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JANUARY 27,1995

The University of Maine Press, publisher of
scholarly works at the University of Maine since
1903, now has a new home in Corbett Hall. By the
end of the semester, it is expected to once again
have a permanent director. The long-awaited
premiere of one of its exceptional volumes last
month, complete with limited edition prints, will
be followed this spring by the reprinting of three of
its most popular titles, the pubheation of a muchanticipated sequel and the debut of new volumes.
For many on campus familiar with the turbu
lent struggle of the University of Maine Press to
survive and thrive, it would seem that a new
chapter is about to begin. But according to Charles
Tarr, acting director of the Press for the past year
and dean of the UMaine Graduate School, this
point in its history is more aptly described as a
new beginning.
“The history of the Press includes its temporary
suspension as part of the campuswide downsizing
plan, but there were no cost-savings to be real
ized,” Tarr says. “The goal for the past year has
been to resurrect the Press and to one day publish
as many as 12-15 new titles a year as a well-recog
nized, scholarly, self-sustaining press.
“The feeling is this press can fill a niche by
primarily publishing works of interest to Maine,
New England and the Maritime Provinces of
historical, natural history and cultural signifi
cance. We can aspire to be one of the most
respected small scholarly presses in the country.”
The “outside pressure” to keep the Press alive
came in the form of book contracts to honor, as
well as literary expectations to fulfill, says Tarr.

“There’s a lot of interest in New England and
particular interest in Maine in the book world. The
number of inquiries, including unsolicited
manuscripts, we get is impressive.
continued on page 13

Future of Marine
Sciences to be Studied
University of Maine President Frederick E.
Hutchinson has convened a task force to examine
the University’s marine science resources and to
recommend a new structure for its related
teaching, research, and outreach activities.
The decision to create a task force followed a
day-long retreat on UMaine’s programs and activi
ties related to marine sciences, held Friday, Jan.
13.
Currently, the University of Maine offers
doctoral and master’s programs in oceanography
and marine bio-resources and a baccalaureate
continued on page 13
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In Focus: Looking for Betsy Ross
As a service to the University community,
costs of producing Maine Perspective are
underwritten by University Printing Services.

Registrar’s Office Gets New
Director of Student Records
Alison Cox had been in higher education
administration for the past 20 years prior
to accepting the position of director of
student records at the University of Maine
last month. Nonetheless, she was struck by
the atmosphere she found in the Regis
trar’s Office.
“I was very excited getting here and
finding so many things working as well as
,
they do for not having direct, full-time
leadership for a while,” says Cox, who now
heads the 13-member Registrar’s Office. “The third day on
campus, I went to (December) Commencement and saw it run
like clockwork. I found a Registrar’s Office that keeps up with
transcript requests every day - a goal everyone in higher ed has
but few campuses are able to do in reality. I found the associate
deans in the college offices extremely receptive to assisting with
student problems, and you’re made to feel welcome when calling
with a question. They track and follow up with their students
very carefully, taking the role of advising seriously. It’s all the way
it should be and the way it isn’t in many places.
“In the Registrar’s Office, there is a seasoned staff that is
willing to help students,” says Cox. “They will get on the phone
and call across campus to solve a problem rather than sending a
student to walk over and back to resolve the issue. It’s the kind of
service this staff takes for granted, but I can tell you it can’t be
taken for granted at most universities.”
continued on page 12

UMaine Recycling Becoming a
Habit Too Beneficial to Break
Three years after its inception, the University of Maine waste
management and recycling effort has turned a comer. Not only
has the University's solid waste stream continued to dramat
ically decrease as the volume of campus recycling increases, but
markets for recyclables have grown to a point that UMaine, like
other large communities with major recycling efforts, is begin
ning to realize monetary returns.
While the return on the recycling investment is primarily a
function of volume and markets, underpinning the success is the
fact that recycling has become a habit - a natural part of the
everyday operation - on campus. The result is that this year
there will be even more recycling initiatives for the University
community, creating even more opportunities to participate in
the recycling effort and to realize cost-savings.
"The first year we achieved a 6 percent recovery rate on
campus (6 percent of UMaine’s solid waste stream was recycled),
and this coming year we expect to reach 40 percent," according to
Scott Wilkerson, UMaine's waste reduction and recycling coordi
nator. "We started with paper and clearly demonstrated that we
can exceed doing just that. With the addition of different mate
rials to recycle, we've never experienced a decrease in the volume
of each material recycled. Not only are more people in the
campus community participating, but more are participating
more effectively and completely than ever before.
"All recycling is is changing habits. We couple that reality with
the philosophy that we should make it as easy as possible to
change those habits."
continued on page 12
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Debby Williams-Gilmore, center, and her husband, Dan, next month will
leave Bangor for Hanoi where they will meet the newest members of
their family - Huyen Anne, 5, Hanh Meghan, 4, and Hai Nicholas, 2.
The two girls and a boy are siblings being adopted by the Gilmores,
who have no other children. In anticipation of the children's arrival,
Debby's colleagues in Fogler Library last week showered her with gifts
for the youngsters. Coordinating the event were Rubie Nesbit, left,
Betsy Paradis, right, and Kim Amato, not pictured, all of whom work
with Debby, a library clerk in Fogler’s Listening Center. Dan is a grad
uate assistant in forest ecosystem science. The couple is scheduled
to fly to Vietnam Feb. 15, and expected to return to Maine with the
Children in two weeks.
Photo by Tim Boyd

CSPA’s Percent for Art
Competition: A Call for Artists
The art selection committee for the Center for the Study of the
Performing Arts at the University of Maine announces a compe
tition for artists to design, execute and install artwork. A total of
$12,000 is available for the purchase of artwork through Maine’s
Percent for Art law, which provides art for the public areas of
state-funded buildings.
The Center for the Study of the Performing Arts is the newest
facility now under construction on campus. It will house the
School of Performing Arts, comprised of the Music and
Theatre/Dance units, as well as space for the Hudson Museum
continued on page 10
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Monday

“Examining Effects of Stress on Trees
with a Computer Model of Tree
Resource Physiology,” by David
Weinstein, Libra Visiting Professor of
Ecology and Environmental Science,
offered by the Graduate Program in
Ecology and Environmental Science,
10 a.m., Jan. 30,101C Deering Hall.
“Ecosystem Governance,” by James
Wilson, part of the Wildlife Ecology
Seminar Series, noon, Jan. 30, 204
Nutting Hall. x2862.
Interviewing Techniques, a Career
Center Job Search Workshop,
2:10 p.m., Jan. 30, Chadbourne Hall.
X1359.
Navigating the Internet, a CAPS
seminar with Eloise Kleban, 3-5 p.m.,
Jan. 30, 107 Corbett Business
Building. x3518.
Edward Scissorhands, part of the Roll
It Again Cinema Video Series,
6:30 p.m., Jan. 30, Sutton Lounge,
Union. X1734.

31

Tuesday

Non-traditional Students (NTS) Early
Morning Coffee Hour, 7:30 a.m.,
Jan. 31, Nutter Lounge, Union. X1820.

“Perspectives on Race, Civil Rights
and Feminism,” by Kathleen Cleaver,
assistant professor of law at Emory
University School of Law and former
spokesperson for the Black Panther
Party, part of the Women in the
Curriculum Lunch Series, 12:15
1:30 p.m., Jan. 31, Bangor Lounge,
Union. xl228.

“Predicting the Effects of Pollutants
on Whole Forest Stands: Connecting
Models at Different Scales,” by David
Weinstein, Libra Visiting Professor of
Ecology and Environmental Science,
offered by the Graduate Program in
Ecology and Environmental Science,
1:10 p.m., Jan. 31,101C Deering Hall.

JAN. 30 - FEB. 10
All events are free and open to the
public unless otherwise specified.
Any speaker not otherwise identified
is a member of the University of
Maine faculty, staff or student body.
Send notices of upcoming campus
events to: Maine Perspective
Calendar, Public Affairs.
Calendar of events listings MUST be
typewritten and should be sent AT
LEAST TWO WEEKS in advance.
Deadline for each issue: 9 a.m.
Friday. For more information, call
X3745.

“Transition and Stress: How to Deal
with It,” part of the NTS Topics Series,
3 p.m., Jan. 31, Nutter Lounge, Union.
X1734.

Resume Writing Basics, a Career
Center Job Search Workshop,
3:10 p.m., Jan. 31, Chadbourne Hall.
X1359.

Edward Scissorhands, part of the Roll
It Again Cinema Video Series,
3:15 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., Jan. 31,
Sutton Lounge, Union. X1734.

Performance by the Karel and Terry
Lidral Duo, part of the Music
Department performance season,
7 p.m., Jan. 31, Lynch Room, Fogler
Library. X1240.

“War, Women and Race: How the
1960s Changed Them,” by Kathleen
Cleaver, assistant professor of law at
Emory University School of Law and
former spokesperson for the Black
Panther Party, part of the Women in
the Curriculum Lunch Series,
7:30 p.m., Jan. 31,100 Corbett
Business Building. Reception to follow
in Corbett Atrium. xl228.

I

Wednesday

PowerPoint Intro, a CIT Macintosh
Workshop, 10 a.m.-noon, Feb. 1,
Fogler Library Classroom. Registration
required/admission fee. X1638.

Hands-on Computer-Based Workshop
using Macintosh TREGRO model to
examine issues of plant growth
responses to stress, led by David
Weinstein, Libra Visiting Professor of
Ecology and Environmental Science,
offered by the Graduate Program in
Ecology and Environmental Science,
II a.m., Feb. 1,121 Lengyel Hall.
Preregistration required, class size
limited. x3236.

“Science in the Service of Art:
Authentication and Restoration,” by
Michael Henchman, Chemistry
Department, Brandeis University,
offered by the ISIS Project and
Department of Chemistry, 3:10 p.m.,
Feb. 1, 316 Aubert Hall. x3618.

“New Media Art: The Computer is or
the Computer as?” by Brian Wallace,
historical collection manager and
media arts exhibit developer.
Computer Museum, Boston, part of
the Department of Art Guest Lecture
Series: Art and Technology, 7 p.m.,
Feb. 1,107 Corbett Business Building.
X3249.
Peace Corps General Information
Meeting, 7 p.m., Feb. 1, Totman
Lounge, Union. X1366.
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Thursday

Electronic Job Search, a Career
Center Job Search Workshop,
8:30 a.m., Feb. 2, Lengyel Computer
Cluster. X1359.

The Primeval Fireball, part of the
video series: Canticle to the Cosmos
with Brian Swimme, offered by the
Peace Studies Program and other
sponsors, noon, Feb. 1, Totman
Lounge, Union. xl036.

Hands-on Computer-Based Workshop
using Macintosh simulation models to
examine extrapolation of models to
whole forest stands, led by David
Weinstein, Libra Visiting Professor of
Ecology and Environmental Science,
offered by the Graduate Program in
Ecology and Environmental Science,
10:05 a.m., Feb. 2,121 Lengyel Hall.
Preregistration required, class size
limited. x3236.

Excel Intro, a CIT Macintosh
Workshop, 2-4 p.m., Feb. 1, Fogler
Library Classroom. Registration
required/admission fee. X1638.

Poetry readings by Constance
Hunting and Candice Stover, part of
the Poetry Free Zone series, noon,
Feb. 2, Honors Center. x3264.

Networking with the Maine Mentor
Program, a Career Center Job Search
Workshop, 2:10 p.m., Feb. 1,
Chadbourne Hall. X1359.

“The Problem of Racism Today," a
discussion with Ricardo Tubbs, Bonnie
Newsom, Angson Dhlakama and Doug
Allen, part of the Socialist and Marxist
Studies Luncheon Series, 12:30
1:45 p.m., Feb. 2, Bangor Lounge,
Union. X3860.

Senior Job Placement Services, a
Career Center Job Search Workshop,
noon, Feb. 1, Union. X1359.

Oral Exams
▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

“Creativity, Primary Process Thinking, Synesthesia and Physiognomic
Perception," by Audrey Dailey, candidate for Ph.D. in psychology, 3 p.m.,
Jan. 30, 205 Little Hall.
“Effects of Potato Nitrogen Fertilization on Crop Loss and the Growth and
Development of the Colorado Potato Beetle in Maine,” by Jaime MenaCovarrubias. candidate for a degree in biological sciences, 9 a.m., Feb. 9.
311 Deering Hall.
“Strategic Networking in Maine’s (Small) Food Processing Industry:
Opportunities for Increased Profitability and Market Penetration,” by Craig
Thomas, candidate for master's degree in resource economics and policy,
1:30 p.m., Feb. 10, second floor conference room, Winslow Hall.
“A Qualitative Study of Stress, Coping and Social Support of the Primary
Caregiver In the Hospice Setting,” by Rebecca Rosen, candidate for
master's degree in human development, 1 p.m., Feb. 20,14 Merrill Hall.
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Ongoing

Events

Academic Activities/Events

Entertainment

“Be a Smart Job Shopper - Come to Career
Days,” offered by the UMaine Bookstore,
Career Center, Office of Student Employment,
and UMaine Printing Services, featuring special
discounts on career books, resume printing,
professional job search accessories, Career
Center seminars and more. Feb. 22-23,
Bookstore. X1359.

“Where Is Little Bear?” a Planetarium show,
2 p.m. every Sunday, through Feb. 28, Wingate
Hall. Admission fee. X1341.

Athletic Events/Recreation
Karate: Tuesdays and Thursdays for 10 weeks
beginning Feb. 7. Beginners: 6-7:30 p.m.; more
advanced: 7:30-9 p.m., archery range (down
stairs), Lengyel Gym. Registration/admission
fee. x3414.

Ice Skating, Alfond Sports Arena, noon-1 p.m.,
Monday-Friday; 2-3:30 p.m., Saturday-Sunday.
Admission fee/skate rentals available. Stick &
Puck, 1:10-2:10 p.m., Monday-Friday.
Admission fee. X1082.

Latti Fitness Center, 6:15-10 p.m., Monday
and Wednesday; 7 a.m.-lO p.m., Tuesday and
Thursday; 6:15 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday; 10 a.m.7 p.m., Saturday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sunday.
Admission fee. X1082.
Swimming, Wallace Pool, 6:45-8 a.m.,
Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 11:45 a.m.1 p.m., Monday-Friday; 6-7 p.m., Monday-Friday
(children allowed); 9-10 p.m., Sunday-Thursday
(students only); 10:30 a.m.-noon, and 2:30
5 p.m., Saturday (children allowed); 2:30
5 p.m., Sunday (children allowed). Admission
fee/rec pass. X1082.

Senior Swim, a class for those 55 and older,
10-11 a.m., Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Registration fee. X1082.

Conferences/Seminars/Workshops
“Women's Studies on the Internet," a handson workshop by Sandra Haggard and Nancy
Lewis, part of the Women in the Curriculum
Lunch Series, 12:15-1:30 p.m., Feb. 1 and
Feb. 3. For information and registration, call
X1228.
Introduction to SAS, a two-part CAPS seminar
with Wayne Persons, 3-5 p.m., Feb. 1 and
Feb. 8,115 Corbett Business Building. x3518.

Multimedia Summit, featuring exhibits by more
than 20 leading multimedia equipment and
software companies, speakers and breakout
sessions, 5-7 p.m., Feb. 13,10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Feb. 14, Maine Center for the Arts.
Registration required/admission fee. x2580.

Using the Mainframe for E-mail, a three-part
CAPS seminar with Wayne Persons, 3-5 p.m.,
Feb. 15, Feb. 22 and March 1, 115 Corbett
Business Building. x3518.
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Maine Peace Action Committee meets every
Tuesday, 4 p.m., Virtue Room, Maples. x3860.
Overeaters Anonymous meets every
Wednesday, noon-1 p.m., Davis Room, Union.

“Cosmic Catastrophes,” a Planetarium show,
7 p.m. every Friday, through Feb. 28, Wingate
Hall. Admission fee. X1341.

AFAnon meeting every Thursday, 11 a.m., Old
Town Room, Union. 947-5855.

Exhibits/Demonstrations/Tours

Prisoners of Gender, a gender discussion
group, meets every Friday, 2:15 p.m., 1912
Room, Union. x3801.

In Your Face, a Museum of Art exhibit, Feb. 1April 10, Hole in the Wall Gallery, Union.
X3255.

The Way We (Never) Were: Fashion Cover Art
from 1894-1924. a Museum of Art exhibit,
Feb. 3-April 19, Graphics Gallery, Union.
x3255.

NTS Coffee Hour every Thursday, 3:15 p.m.,
Commuter Lounge, Union. xl734.

International Students' Coffee Hour every
Friday, 4 p.m., Damn Yankee. x2905.

Religious Worship

Eric Hopkins: Thorofares. a Museum of Art
exhibit, through Feb. 20, Carnegie Gallery,
Carnegie Hall. x3255.

Newman Center/Our Lady of Wisdom Parish
Weekly Liturgy: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and
6:15 p.m., Newman Center, 11:15 p.m.,
Bangor Lounge, Union; Monday-Thursday,
4:45 p.m., Newman Center. Confessions every
Sunday, 5:30 p.m., Newman Center. 866
2155.

“I Live Not Without Beauty”: Plains Indian
Material Culture, a Hudson Museum exhibit,
through April 9, Maine Center for the Arts.
X1901.

Worship and Celebration at the Wilson Center,
followed by a light supper of soup and bread,
every Sunday, 5 p.m., 67 College Ave. 866
4227.

His Vision of the People: George Catlin and
Plains Indians, a Hudson Museum exhibit,
through April 9, Maine Center for the Arts.
X1901.

Hindu Prayer Meeting, contact Arvind Sharma,
8660304.

Michael H. Lewis: Magic Is Alive, a Museum
of Art exhibit, through Feb. 12,1938 Gallery,
Carnegie Hall. x3255.

Edmund G. Schildknecht Revisited, a Museum
of Art exhibit, through April 22, Hauck
Auditorium. Union. x3255.

Get-together with Orono Campus Ministers,
every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday,
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.. Memorial Room. Union.
8664227.

Maine Forest and Logging Museum Leonard's Mills, a water-powered sawmill
community site, open daily 9 a.m.-4 p.m., with
guided tours available, Bradley. x2871.

Ecumenical Brown Bag, mid-day prayers
followed by discussion of “living our faith ques
tions," led by Rev. Deborah Adams, every
Monday, 12:15-1 p.m.. Memorial Room, Union.
8664227.

Page Farm and Home Museum open MondayFriday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. x4100.

A Baha'i Fireside, every Tuesday. 7 p.m.,
Union. 827-7571.

Hudson Museum open Tuesday-Friday. 9 a.m.4 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
X1901.

“A Taste of Home," home-cooked meal
prepared by local church members, Wilson
Center, every Thursday, 5:30 p.m., 67 College
Ave. $2 donation. 8664227.

Athletic Mementos and Memorabilia Past and
Present, an M Club-sponsored exhibit,
Memorial Gym Lobby.

Muslim Prayer every Friday, noon-2 p.m.,
Drummond Chapel. x3449.

Meetings of Groups/Organizations

Miscellaneous

PEAC meets the first Thursday of the month,
noon, FFA Room, Union. x2456.

Smoking Cessation Program, open to all
UMaine students, offered by the Health Impact
Group of Cutler Health Center, Mondays and
Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m., Feb. 6March 1.
Registration fee. x4015.

Interdisciplinary Training for Health Care for
Rural Areas Brown Bag Lunch, open staff
meetings held every three weeks, Hamm
Room, Union. x2591.
Foreign Language Tables: Monday - French;
Tuesday - Russian; Wednesday - German;
Thursday - Spanish; all noon-1 p.m., 207 Little
Hall. X2073.

Study Abroad Resource Room open 11 a.m.noon and 1-3:30 p.m., Monday; 9-11 a.m. and
14:30 p.m., Tuesday; 11 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Wednesday; 9-11 a.m. and 12:304 p.m.,
Thursday; and noon-2:30 p.m., Friday, third
floor, The Maples.

Association of Graduate Students
Board Meeting, noon, Feb. 2, Lown
Rooms, Union. x4548.
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Do-It-Yourself Database Searching
Workshop for science and engi
neering faculty, staff and students,
1- 2:30 p.m., Feb. 2, Science &
Engineering Center, Fogler Library.
Registration. xl678.

Dance Through the Decades, the
first annual fund-raiser to benefit the
Maine Center of the Arts, offered by
the Thursday Club, 8-11 p.m.,
Feb. 4, Hutchins Concert Hall.
Admission fee. X1755.

Libra Banquet and Meeting of the
Graduate Program in Ecology and
Environmental Science, featuring an
after-dinner talk by Libra Visiting
Professor of Ecology and
Environmental Science David
Weinstein: “A Novice Gets into
Uncertainty Modeling, and for Good
Reason," 5:30 p.m., Feb. 2, Wells
Conference Center. Preregistration
required. x3236.

Women’s Basketball: UMaine vs.
UNH, 1 p.m., Feb. 4, Alfond Sports
Arena. Admission fee. xBEAR.

Jason’s Lyric, part of the Not at the
Mall film series, 6:30 p.m. and
9 p.m., Feb. 2, Hauck Auditorium.
Admission fee. x4104.

Windows Intro, a CIT Windows
Workshop, 10 a.m.-noon, Feb. 6,
Donald Corbett Business Building.
Registration required/admission fee.
X1638.

In Concert: Big Head Todd and the
Monsters, the Dave Matthews
Band and the Ugly Americans,
7 p.m., Feb. 2, Hutchins Concert
Hall. Admission fee. X1755.

Women's Basketball: UMaine vs.
Hofstra, 7:30 p.m., Feb. 2, Alfond
Sports Arena. Admission fee.
xBEAR.

3

Friday

Movie: Pulp Fiction, 6:30 p.m. and
9:15 p.m., Feb. 3, Hauck
Auditorium. Admission fee. X1734.

Saturday

7

Tuesday

Total Recall, part of the Roll It Again
Cinema video series, 3:15 p.m. and
6:30 p.m., Feb. 7, Sutton Lounge,
Union. X1734.

“Fairness and Morale at the
University of Maine,” a discussion
with John Hanson, Sue McLaughlin,
Nancy MacKnight and Jim Horan,
part of the Socialist and Marxist
Studies Luncheon Series, 12:30
1:45 p.m., Feb. 9, Bangor Lounge,
Union. x3860.

8

6

“All That Jazz!: Poems with a
Beat,” part of the Poetry Free Zone
series, noon, Feb. 8, Honors Center.
x3264.

“Community-level Responses to
Toxic Contaminants: Lessons from
Approaches in Aquatic
Ecosystems,” by Mary Watzin,
University of Vermont, part of the
Wildlife Ecology Seminar Series,
noon, Feb. 6, 204 Nutting Hall.
X2862.
Word Intro, a CIT Macintosh
Workshop, 2-4 p.m., Feb. 6, Fogler
Library Classroom. Registration
required/admission fee. x!638.
Total Recall, part of the Roll It Again
Cinema video series, 6:30 p.m.,
Feb. 6, Sutton Lounge, Union.
X1734.

Thursday

Wind Percussion Day, part of the
Music Department performance
season, all day, Feb. 9, Maine
Center for the Arts. X1240.

Movie: Forest Gump, 6:30 p.m. and
9:15 p.m., Feb. 4, Hauck
Auditorium. Admission fee. X1734.

Monday

9

“Communication and Transitions:
How to Talk About It,” part of the
NTS Topics series, 3 p.m., Feb. 7,
Nutter Lounge, Union. X1820.

Wednesday

The Feast of Consciousness, part of
the video series: Canticle to the
Cosmos with Brian Swimme, offered
by the Peace Studies Program and
other sponsors, noon, Feb. 8,
Totman Lounge, Union. X1036.

“Carly Churchill's Top Girls; A Clash
of Classes in Thatcher's England,”
performed by undergraduate
students Gwyneth Jones, Jennifer
Nadeau and Deborah Elz, directed by
Patricia Riggin, part of the Women in
the Curriculum Lunch Series, 12:15
1:30 p.m., Feb. 8, Bangor Lounge,
Union. X1228.

Open House for University of Maine
Cooperative Extension Family Living
Office, 3-4:30 p.m., Feb. 8, third
floor, Corbett Hall. x3449.

“The Uplift of Tibet and Other
Secrets of the Lower Crust,” by
Professor Marcia McNutt,
Department of Earth, Atmospheric,
and Planetary Science, MIT, a
Phillips-AWG Distinguished Lecture
offered by the Association for
Women Geoscientists Foundation,
3:30 p.m., Feb. 9, Department of
Geological Sciences, 210 Boardman
Hall. X2152.
“Sexual Inequality: Gay and Lesbian
Displacement from Civil Society,” by
Chesire Calhoun, Colby College, part
of the Philosophy Department
Colloquium Series, 4 p.m., Feb. 9,
Maples. x3860.

Hearts and Minds, part of the Peace
and Justice Film Series, 7 p.m.,
Feb. 9,100 Corbett Business
Building. x3860.

Women’s Basketball: UMaine vs.
Northeastern, 7:30 p.m., Feb. 9,
Alfond Sports Arena. Admission fee.

Thursday Night at the Bear’s Den
with Ed Canty, 9 p.m., Feb. 9,
Union. X1734.

10
The duo of Karel Lidral, right, on saxophone and Terry
Lidral on electronic keyboard will present a Concert of
Jazz Standards beginning at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 31 in
the Lynch Room of Fogler Library. The program will
feature an array of pieces from jazz history - from the
contemporary to the 1940s with the advent of bebop.
The Lidrals have been performing together since 1989.
Terry taught flute at Plymouth State College in New
Hampshire, and was a member of the Plymouth State
College Trio. Karel, an accomplished performer and jazz
educator, joined the University of Maine music faculty in
1993. He has shared a concert stage with many cele
brated jazz artists, and has had numerous guest artist
appearances with the acclaimed University of Illinois Jazz
Band. His talents can be heard on recordings with such
groups as the Jeff Stitely Quartet, whose latest,
Chameleon Eyes, was distributed throughout the U.S.,
Europe and Japan.
Photo by Damon Kiesow

Friday

Do-It-Yourself Database Searching
Workshop for science and engi
neering faculty, staff and students,
9:30-11 a.m., Feb. 10, Science &
Engineering Center, Fogler Library.
Registration. xl678.

Comedy Cafe with Jonathan Groff
and Tony Moschetto, 9 p.m., Feb.
10, Damn Yankee. Admission fee.
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Saturday

Women’s Basketball: UMaine vs.
Boston University, 1 p.m., Feb. 11.
Alfond Sports Arena. Admission fee.
xBEAR.
Movie: Natural Born Killers,
6:30 p.m., Feb. 11,100 Corbett
Business Building. Admission fee.
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People in Perspective
Sue Rocha’s first job out of college was at the University of
Maine, and it’s here that you’ll still find her almost three
decades later.
Rocha has been the mainstay of the Department of
Journalism, later known as the Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication, and now Communication and
Journalism. Except for the first four years on campus when her
job was in the History Department, Rocha has been working
with journalism students and faculty. Such longevity has
provided historic perspective, as well as almost a sixth sense
about the needs of the Department.
“When I came to the Department of Journalism, it was grad
uating five or six majors each year, and we had two faculty
members - Brooks Hamilton and Alan Miller,” says Rocha, an
administrative assistant I. “There were no typewriters, so the
faculty brought theirs from home. The Department was small,
nice. We knew all the students, and worked closely with the
Maine Campus.
“Things are so formal today as compared to those days when
everyone was called by his or her first name. When the
Department celebrated Peter Edes week (named in honor of
the first printer and newspaper publisher in Augusta and
Bangor), we would always go to Alan’s house one night for
dinner - the guest speaker, students and all. I liked that close
ness.”
Today, seven full-time journalism faculty members and 76
majors, and seven full-time speech communication faculty, 68
undergraduates and 19 graduate students (11 of whom are
TAs), make up the Department of Communication and
Journalism, a merger of two departments that went into effect
last summer. Despite changes in Department demographics, it
is the dynamics of the work environment with faculty and
students that have kept Rocha on campus.
“The Department has kept me here,” says Rocha. “People are
nice to work with, and they treat you as a human being.
Everyone is at the same level; it’s not as if I’m a secretary and
they’re the faculty. I would not have stayed this long if I had

been treated differently.
“I like the students and working with them. I even like Add/
Drop time, because it gives me a good feeling if I can solve
students’ problems. I would not want to work in an office where
I did not have contact with students.”
Rocha had an opportunity to retire from the University after
25 years, but chose to stay on in the part-time role of student
advisor. Supplementing the academic advising of students by
faculty, Rocha reviews academic records to ensure students
have fulfilled all the requirements for graduation. In addition,
Rocha works with the increasing number of working journalists
coming to UMaine in recent years to pursue or finish degrees
for career advancement.
Above all, Rocha is an advocate for all the students crossing
her doorway.
“A lot of times, it’s just a matter of listening to them,” she
says. “It has to do with helping students out.”

Sue Rocha

Photo by Tim Boyd

Look Who’s On Campus
Brian Wallace, media arts exhibit developer of the Historical
Collection at The Computer Museum, Boston, will speak Feb. 1
on: “New Media Art: The Computer is or the Computer as?”
Wallace is also a freelance curator and writer. He recently co
curated The Computer in the Studio, an exhibit that focused on
media art in New England. In an article in Art New England last
spring, Wallace noted that, beyond facilitating artistic expression,
the personal computer, coupled with interactive software, “brings
a host of cultural, personal and visual influences to bear on
artistic production.”
SNOW UNE AVAILABLE

Information about the University's class schedule during inclement
weather can now be obtained by calling 581-SNOW. A toll-free line is
available by adding the 1-800 prefix. The recorded message will provide
general information about postponements or cancellations due to a
storm.
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David Weinstein, a research scientist at the Boyceq Thompson
Institute for Plant Research, Cornell University, is the Libra
Visiting Professor of Ecology and Environmental Science. He will
present a series of lecture Jan. 30-Feb. 3 on the theme:
“Ecological and Environmental Modelling at Different Scales:
Synthesis and Integration of Complex Relationships in the
Biosphere.” A complete listing of the Libra Lectures can be found
in the UMaine Calendar, pp. 3-5. Weinstein leads a group
modelling plant and ecosystem responses to pollutants and other
environmental stresses. His research interests include plant
physiological modelling of vegetation stress responses, forest
ecosystem responses to air pollutants, relationships between
limiting factors and forest productivity, response of global systems
to human perturbation, mechanisms controlling ecosystem
dynamics, element cycling, disturbance in ecosystems, ecological
risk analysis, and remote sensing and landscape analysis.

The CUTTING EDGE
University of Maine Research on the Frontiers of Science

Genetics Linked to Tree Adaptation
UMaine researchers have found early indications that trees
may be able to adapt to changing environmental conditions in a
previously unrecognized manner. Their work has implications for
commercial tree-breeding programs and the understanding of
how forests may react to stress, including shifts in climate.
The work was conducted by Michael Greenwood, professor of
forest biology, and Keith Hutchison, associate professor of
biochemistry. Through trials with several species of tamarack,
they have shown that genes that control the characteristics of
young shoots may be influenced by temperature during the
formation of seeds.
Similar mechanisms have been observed in other plants, such
as Norway spruce, peas and flax. They suggest that the condi
tions under which reproduction occurs may help the offspring
adapt to their environment.
Greenwood and Hutchison conducted their work over the past
two years in the University of Maine greenhouse. By crossing
European, Japanese and American species, they produced seeds
for 12 crosses of the trees. Half of the seeds for each cross were
produced in the greenhouse and the other half were produced
outdoors from identical parents.
About 500 seedlings were involved in the study. Under current
genetic theory, no significant differences would be expected
between the average height of seedlings grown from indoor seeds
and the average height of seedlings grown from outdoor seeds.
However, for eight of the 12 crosses, seeds produced in the green
house gave rise to taller seedlings, on average, than seeds
produced outside.
The other four crosses produced taller trees from outdoor seeds,
but significant differences in average height occurred for all 12
crosses and ranged from 1-7 inches.
“On average, you wouldn’t expect this,” says Greenwood.
“Consider what might happen in the case of people. You wouldn’t
expect the average height of a couple’s children to be any
different whether the parents lived in northern Maine or
southern Maine.”
Hutchison points out that according to current genetic theory,
offspring have an equal chance of getting a gene for a particular
characteristic from either parent. “We have two copies of every
gene in our cells,” he says. “One parent each donates one of the
two they have to their offspring. What we’re seeing is that under
different environmental conditions, there may be some selection
so there is not an equal chance of getting either gene.”
The possibility of such a mechanism poses a different road to
evolution than the common notion of natural selection. In broad
terms, that principle states that environmental conditions favor
individuals with certain characteristics and discourage others.
“As we understand it, natural selection acts on individuals
after they are established,” Greenwood says. “The novelty here is
that adaptation may be occuring at the genetic level before the
seed is even produced.”
As a result, tree species may be more adaptable than currently
thought. For example, some researchers have suggested that
forests could face increased stress from a changing climate. While
individual trees may have trouble adapting, their offspring may
be better equipped to handle changes in temperature patterns,
water availabilty and disease infestation.
Commercial tree-breeding programs may also take advantage
of the information, says Greenwood. Such programs are some
times carried out in “breeding halls,” buildings in which tempera-

ture and other factors are carefully controlled. “This work would
suggest that companies may be unintentionally selecting for
certain tree characteristics by using these halls,”he says.
Both researchers are cautious about reaching firm conclusions
based on their work to date. They have not confirmed their
results, and differences have not been detected in other charac
teristics such as frost hardiness. In addition, there may be other
explanations for the differences in tree height. For example,
Greenwood says, the formation of seeds may involve competition
among embryos with different genes during seed formation.
Nevertheless, their work is consistent with recent Norwegian
experiments on Norway spruce. In those projects, seedlings
grown from identical crosses differed in their average height and
frost hardiness depending on whether they were produced in the
central or southern part of the country.
In 1995, Greenwood and Hutchison plan to run similar tests on
pitch pine and jack pine. Their is work funded by the Maine
Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station.
Ice Fishing Subject of Survey
Ice fishing has become more popular in the last decade, and
anglers have become more successful, according to a survey
conducted by Professor Kevin Boyle and Assistant Scientist Hugh
McDonald of the Department of Resource Economics and Policy.
Their report, Ice Fishing Survey, Winter 1993-94, was
completed last month with Owen Fenderson of the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. Among its findings:
▼ About 76,632 people, a 20 percent increase over those in
1983, went ice fishing in 1993-94.
▼ Last year, ice anglers caught 1,668,358 legal-sized fish, 46
percent more than they did in 1983, but they kept slightly fewer,
about 1 percent less.
▼ The most popular species in order of preference were bass,
pickerel, white perch, lake trout and brook trout.
▼ More white perch (125,343) were kept than any other
species, but pickerel led the fist of fish caught (272,028).
▼ Among cold water species, more lake trout (133,234) were
caught than landlocked salmon (86,455) or brook trout (70,064).
▼ About two thirds of all ice anglers consider regulations to be
strict enough, and slightly fewer consider them adequate to
protect Maine’s fisheries. Only 21 percent would favor a return to
a one-month ice fishing season.
▼ Most people who ice fish (97 percent) use live bait, but about
27 percent would approve of a ban on the use of five bait on
selected waters. Slightly more than half disapprove of “no-livefish-as-bait” regulations.
The survey also showed that about 88 percent of all ice anglers
are men and their average income is about $35,000 per year.
They have an average age of 43 years, and 87 percent have grad
uated from high school or attended college.
Limited ice fishing is allowed in December, but the statewide
season runs from Jan. 1 to the end of March. Last April,
McDonald and Boyle mailed the 21-page survey to 5,000 holders
of fishing licenses statewide. Their analysis is based on 3,431
responses, a 70.9 percent return rate, which were determined to
be representative of the state.
The survey also asked for information about money spent on
ice fishing trips, ease of access to lakes and contacts with game
wardens. Financial data have not been analyzed and were not
included in the report.
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Looking for Betsy Ross
JoAnn Menezes was a first-year graduate student enrolled in a
seminar on American narrative/history painting at Emory
University when her interest in studying images of women as
ideological constructs led to a class project that would focus on
Betsy Ross, a singularly significant woman from American
history.
A week of library research, however, turned up no images of
Ross with or without that original flag. The first reference to a
painting that Menezes found was in a 1942 history text in which
the story of Betsy Ross was described as an “absurd fantasy that
was perpetrated on the public by Charles H. Weisgerber in an
apocryphal painting entitled, The Birth Of Our Nation’s Flag’’
“That was my first introduction,” says Menezes, an art historian
in residence at the University of Maine who is completing her
dissertation in American Studies at Emory University, Atlanta.
“Although I was always interested in American art and culture,
and the relationship of visual images to the construction of
ideology, I never imagined that I would end up a Betsy Ross
scholar. But I was intrigued by this painting - particularly
because I could not find it.
“Reproductions of this painting, which depicted Betsy Ross
displaying the original colors to George Washington and the flag
committee, were popular and the image was commonly displayed
in public buildings. By the turn of the century, 2 million chro
molithographs of the image had been sold to people all over the
country. So what happened to it?”
What began four years ago as an innocuous inquiry about the
1892 painting by Weisgerber has evolved into Menezes’ search for
the “real” Betsy Ross. Her quest has taken her through the annals

of American history - from the earliest books that included the
painting and the story of Betsy Ross, to the contemporary versions
in which Betsy Ross is seemingly written out of history. Menezes’s
inquires led her to the American Flag House, the restored
Philadelphia homestead of Betsy Ross, and eventually to the attic
of a print and dye shop in New Jersey where Weisgerber’s
grandson had been storing the original 9’ by 12’ canvas for nearly
half a century.
Research being done by Menezes could one day restore the oncefamous painting to its rightful place as an historic document and as
part of the American art record. Indeed, her efforts already have
led to steps to preserve the historic painting, and its first public
appearance in almost 50 years now slated. The Michael C. Carlos
Museum at Emory University will exhibit the painting during the
1996 Olympics in Atlanta.
“I never thought I would be working on Revolutionary history or
unearthing lost history paintings,” says Menezes. “But it’s curious:
The painting is rejected by art history because it isn’t real art, and
the story is dismissed by historians because it’s just myth, but still
so many Americans continue to carry this image and narrative as
part of their cultural memory.”
Beyond the thrill of discovering an elusive painting he more farreaching and philosophical questions about how and why its popu
larity waned through the years. At issue is the age-old conflict
between fact and fiction as it pertains to art, history and cultural
heritage. Can a narrative painting that condenses time and events
into a single, story-telling image be taken seriously as a depiction
of an historical occurrence, or should such a painting be discounted
as the fantasy on which legends are based?
continued on page 15

The Birth of the
American Flag,
painted in 1892
by Charles
Weisgerber, is the
focus of a disser
tation by JoAnn
Menezes, the
recipient of a New
England Board of
Higher Education
Dissertation
Fellowship for
Minority Students.
As a Dissertation
scholar, Menezes
is in residence for
the academic year
at the University of
Maine.

8 UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

VOLUMES
▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲A

Recent Works by University of Maine Authors

Riding with the Lion; In Search of
Mystical Christianity
By Kyriacos C. Markides
(Viking, 1995)

Riding with the Lion: In Search of
Mystical Christianity by Professor of
Sociology Kyriacos C. Markides is
described as a “revelation to those in
search of an authentic Christian experi
ence of the transcendent.” It is the fourth
book of its kind by Markides as he
continues his quest for higher knowledge
of the nature of reality, mind, self and ultimate divinity. Yet in his
Author’s Note, Markides makes it clear that this volume is a
“marked departure” and “stands on its own independently” from
his earlier works.
In Riding with the Lion, he begins to recover the mystical heart
of Christianity, confirming that there is a direct and practical
tradition that the mainstream church has managed to ignore or
suppress. His revelation of a vital, living mystical practice based
in ancient Christian thought, is a major step in linking the most
esoteric traditions of the East to the largely hidden esoteric tradi
tions of the West.
■
Markides began exploring the intricate world of two mystical
Christian teachers and healers in Cyprus - a 12-year experience
chronicled in The Magus of Strovolos, Homage to the Sun and
Fire in the Heart. His books are the result of extensive and docu
mented field research in which he writes of the philosophy and
teachings he experienced through his involvement as a “partici
pant observer.” It was with the mystics that he also engaged in
deep philosophical and theological discussions ranging from the
nature of reality, mind, self and after-death states to the proper
ties of the Absolute and the role of archangels in the construction
of the various “universes.”
In the words of Professor Harvey Cox, Harvard University:
“Markides continues to explore the fascinating world of the
mystical and deftly interprets its connections not just to Orthodox
Christianity but to all spirituality. He warns against fakers and
fiends, but helps us see the real thing when it’s there.” _

KATHLEEN N MARCH

DF. MUSA A LITERATA:
El. FEMINISMO EN LA NARRATIVA
DE ROSALIA DE CASTRO

De musa a literata: El feminismo en la
narrativa de Rosalia de Castro
(From Muse to Woman Writer:
Feminism in the Narrative of Rosalia
de Castro)
By Kathleen March
(Sada-A Coruna: Edicids do Castro,
1994)

Rosalia de Castro (1837-1885) was a bilin
gual writer from Galicia in northwestern
Spain. Author of five novels, five books of
poetry, and several short prose pieces in her
lifetime, she was traditionally viewed as a poet of sentimental
verse in the Galician vernacular or as the author of a final
volume of Spanish poems which expressed existential concerns.
Castro’s social commitment, which was both nationalist and femi
nist, was rarely acknowledged.
De musa a literata studies the five novels, plus two brief prose
pieces, in fight of the author’s concern for women’s condition in
society and their depiction in literature. It observes Castro’s use
of techniques that are, contrary to popular critical opinion, “latenight romanticism,” actually those of a typical 19th-century femi
nist style, and strongly ironic. The irony and metaliterary parody
are used to criticize bad literature and misogyny in both writers
and society as a whole. In this way Castro is seen to be hardly the
provincial woman writer and instead emerges as very much as a
woman of her times, along with contemporaries Maria Susanna
Cummins, George Sand, and Madame de Stael.
The book’s purpose is first to broaden the relevance of Rosalia
de Castro to the Galician cultural renaissance taking place today
and which includes the development of a feminist perspective in
literary production. Second, it attempts to secure a place for this
writer, who despite her five novels is infrequently taken into
consideration in discussions of this genre for the 19th century.
Third, the study is a contribution to the revision of a “classical”
author who is best read by taking into account all the facets of
her life and work: gender, genre, and nation.

SCIENTIFIC EQUIPMENT AND BOOK FUND COMPETITION
PRESIDENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Presidential Public Service Achievement Award for a University of
Maine faculty or professional staff member recognized for distinguished
public service achievement is offered again this year. The recipient will
be announced at the Honors Convocation in the spring. A $1,500 award
is given to the recipient.
Nominations and applications will be screened by a committee or
faculty and professional staff member who will make their recommenda
tions to the President. The final selection for the award will be made by
the President. Re-submission of nominations from last year encouraged.
Nominations should be sent to: The Office of the Vice President for
Research and Public Service, 201 Alumni Hall. Deadline for nomina
tions: 5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 13.
Nomination guidelines are available from the Office of the Vice
President for Research and Public Service. Questions may be directed
to Scott Delcourt, X1502.
The Presidential Public Service Awards Committee members are:
Scott Delcourt, Suzanne Estler, John Ford, Michael Greenwood, George
Hayes, Richard Judd, Alan Kezis, David Lambert, Jean Lavigne, Kathryn
Olmstead, Constance Perry, Robert Roper, Calvin Walker, and Gail
Werrbach, Chair.

The deadline for receipt of applications for the Scientific Equipment
and Book Fund competition is Monday, Feb. 13. This award is for the
acquisition of equipment or library collections. Approximately $58,000 is
available for the Scientific Equipment and Book Fund Award (8-12
awards are expected to be made). The usual upper limit for this competi
tion is $7,000: requests for larger amounts will require exceptional justi
fication.
The purpose of these funds is to stimulate and assist individual
members of the faculty to initiate or redirect research or studies of a
scholarly nature. Eligibility is limited to tenure-track and full-time
nontenure-track faculty with an on-going appointment for which research
is an expected component. Faculty are eligible to receive this award if
they have not received it in the past two years.
The Faculty Research Funds Committee includes faculty from each of
the eight colleges within the University of Maine. Consequently, the
proposal must be written so that it can be understood by faculty in a
wide range of disciplines. The Committee urges interested faculty to
request application packages early and to follow the instructions closely.
Applications are available in the Offices of the Deans and in the
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, 424 Corbett Hall, X1498.
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Down on the Maine State Farm
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

By David C. Smith

Although it is a bit early, recent weather patterns push old
timers into thinking about Farm and Home Week. Those events
used to coincide with spring vacations in the schools, and spring
break on the university campus. Maine farm families came to
Orono, took short courses, listened to lectures, observed new
ideas in farm machinery, and during the annual spring gath
ering, picked up hints on cooking, sewing, and other day-to-day
chores around the farm.
Brownie Schrumpf and this writer appeared together at Farm
and Home Week once or twice. I talked about nineteenth century
farm cooking, especially yeast and bread making, along with
some other ideas about caloric intake and food ways. Brownie
then talked about the same matters, but within the twentieth
century context. It was great fun.
We never talked about dried apples, but the Maine farm family
prior to 1930 or so would have known a lot about dried apples.
Before the days of chemical refrigeration, it was difficult to
preserve fruits and vegetables through the long Maine winters.
Digging a root cellar, and providing a chill environment helped.
Growing different apple varieties were also part of the food
strategy.
Every Maine farm had a Baldwin or a Ben Davis orchard, both
to pack and ship away, and because these varieties kept longer.
Fresh apple pies and applesauce were part of the diet until the
dark days of February. These orchards were mostly gone by the
1940s, generally speaking, as the difficult winters and the heavy
frosts of the early 1930s winter-killed many trees. In addition,
the shipping trade could not compete with Oregon and
Washington fruit, refrigeration, and a diminished stock of vari
eties.
Baldwins were wonderftd eating apples on a cold January
evening. The Ben Davis variety had the virtue of being a good
keeper, but it was also unfortunately true that in a blindfold taste
test, it took a person with great discrimination to distinguish
between a Ben Davis apple and a dishcloth saturated with cider.
An even more important way of providing fruit through the
winter was applesauce and apple pies made from dried apples.
Another way was boiling down cider to make apple molasses.
Dried apples were the most prevalent way, however, for the home
farm, and a small local market in Bangor, Portland and Augusta.
At the end of the availability of fresh apples, at the end of
winter, the Maine farm cook turned to dried apples, and even
later, before the rhubarb (pie plant to our ancestors) emerged
from the ground, one could cobble together a palatable mock
apple pie from soda crackers and cider vinegar. That is a taste
experience I do not need again.
Dried apples held the day in the main. Peeled and cored in a
patent device similar to a food chopper, sliced, and strung on a
waxed twine or cord, the apples hung across the kitchen, drying
in the wood fire warmth, until they needed to be reconstituted by
the cook.
Not all kitchens were clean, however. House flies were occa
sionally quite plentiful, and the ashes, soot and other contami
nants meant that some dried apples were less tasty then others.
Arthur Deering, ‘12, who was a long-time Extension figure, dean
of the College of Agriculture, and a United Nations food and agri
culture official at the end of his life, and for whom Deering Hall is
named, knew about both kinds of dried apples. Around 1940, he
contributed the following piece of doggerel to the American
Agriculturist. Thinking about Farm and Home Week, and
lectures on cooking with Brownie Schrumpf, brought this back to
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my mind. It is another view of Maine when the University was
young, and the student song was Down on the Maine State Farm.

DRIED APPLE PIES
I loath, abhor, detest, despise, abominate dried apple pies.
The farmer takes his knurliest fruit,
Wormy, bitter and hard to boot.
They leave the hulls to make us cough
And don’t take half the peelings off.

Then on a dirty cord they’re strung
And from some chamber window hung,
While there they serve as a roost for flies
Until they’re ready to make pies.
I like good bread, I like good meat,
Or anything that’s good to eat,
But of all poor grub beneath the skies,
The poorest is - dried apple pies.

Percent for Art

continued from page 2

and the Maine Center for the Arts. The successful candidate
will create an artwork that will be thematically linked to the
performing arts use of the facility and could be interdisciplinary,
experimental, interactive, decorative and/or technological.
Artworks in any media will be considered, including those that
are performance- oriented. This committee is targeting Maine
residents, but artists from other regions will be considered.
University of Maine employees are ineligible.
Deadline for submission of materials is May 1. For a
prospectus, send a self-addressed, stamped envelop (no tele
phone calls, please) before April 1 to: Tom Mikotowicz, Chair,
Percent for Art Competition, c/o Institutional Planning, 5703
Alumni Hall, Orono, ME 04469-5703. ▲

Call 581-8577 for information and reservations

Howard Patterson, professor
of chemistry, and Zerihun
Assefa, former Ph.D. chem
istry graduate student:
“Photoluminescence Studies of
Lanthanide Ion Complexes of
Gold and Silver Dicyanides. 2.
A New Low Dimensional Solid
State Class for Nonradiative
Excited State Energy Transfer,”
Inorganic Chemistry, Vol. 33,
pp. 6194-200 (1994).
Doug Allen, professor of

Kristin Sobolik, assistant

philosophy: “Philosophical
Foundations of Gandhi’s
Legacy, Utopian Experiments,
and Peace Struggles,” Gandhi
Marg, Vol. 16, No. 2 (JulySeptember 1994) pp. 133-160.
Also a review of David Cave’s
Mircea Eliade’s Vision for a
New Humanism, in 77ie
Journal ofReligion, Vol. 74
(October 1994) pp. 591-592.

professor of anthropology and
quaternary studies:
“Microscopic Epidermal
Identification of Some Common
Desertic Plants,” North
American Archaeologist
15(4):359-72.

Ramesh Gupta, professor,

Department of Mathematics
and Statistics, co-authored
with Richard Albanese of
Brooks Air Force Base, Texas:
“Survival Analysis of Radiated
Animals Incorporating
Competing Risks and
Covariates,” Environmetrics,
Vol. 5, pp. 365-79 (1994).

Joann Kovacich, director of

Michael Greenwood, Ruth

the interdisciplinary training
for Health Care for Rural
Areas Project and faculty asso
ciate in anthropology: “The
Medical Profession and the
Medicalization of Society,” and
“Social Gerontology,” Survey of
Social Science: Sociology,
edited by Frank Magill,
Pasadena: Salem Press (1994).

Hutchins Professor of Tree
Physiology, and Robert Weir:
“Genetic Variation in Rooting
Ability of Loblolly Pine
Cuttings: Effects of Auxin and
Family on Rooting by Hypocotyl
Cuttings,” Tree Physiology, 15,
1 (1995) pp. 41-45.

Sharon Tisher, adjunct
professor, resource economics
and policy: “Everglades
Restoration: A Constitutional
Takings Analysis,” Journal of
Land Use & Environmental
Law, Vol. 10, No. 1, pp. 1-44
(Fall 1994).

Professor of History C.
Stewart Doty: “The American
Identity of Louis Dantin: More
Francophone American than
Franco-American,” Canadian
Review ofAmerican Studies/
Revue canadienne d’etudes
americaines, Vol. 24, No. 3 (Fall
1994) pp. 103-119.
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Irv Komfield, professor of

zoology, Austin Williams,
Smithsonian Institution, and
Bob Steneck, associate
professor of oceanography:
“Assignment of Homarus
capensis, the Cape Lobster of
South Africa, to the New
Genus Homarinus (Decapoda:
Nephropidae),” Fishery
Bulletin 93:97:102 (1995).

PEAC PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS
RECIPIENTS FOR FALL 1994
Mary Skaggs, Student Employment
Charles Simpson, Woodlands Manager
Constance Stubbs, Assistant Scientist in Applied Ecology and
Environmental Sciences

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
=_

RADIO/TELEVISION SERVICE
DID YOU KNOW... We provide complete

videotape copying services in a variety of
formats, from VHS to 3/4". We also have
__/he
the only foreign conversion system

on campus.
ca|| us for
for more information
Call
at 581-3743

STUDENT ACADEMIC CONFERENCE TRAVEL FUND
The Student Academic Conference Travel Fund for undergraduate students
will hold its second competition of the academic year. This fund serves
undergraduate students who need financial assistance for travel to meetings/conferences of an academic nature. Applications must be submitted
to the Office of Academic Affairs, 209 Alumni Hall, by Feb. 7. Money will be
awarded for travel taking place between Feb. 8 and May 1. Applications can
be obtained from Joan Day at the Office of Academic Affairs, 209 Alumni
Hall, or by calling X1547.

Sherry Treworgy, Career Center
Lori Costello, Research Assistant, Biochemistry and Microbiology
Mary Brooks, Maine Center for the Arts
The next PEAC professional development funds awards will be noted in the
PEAC Newsletter, which will include the application form and guidelines.
Deadline for submission of the form is Feb. 15. For more information,
contact Karen Boucias, Maxine Harrow, Holly Chase or Mary Casserly.

PHI KAPPA PHI GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Fellowships in support of first-year graduate study are awarded by the
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi. Normally 50 fellowships of $7,000 each
are awarded each year.
Applicants must have applied to enroll as a candidate for an advanced
degree in a graduate or professional school preferably in the USA. Each
chapter of the society may nominate one candidate. The selection criteria
include high grade point average, high standardized test scores, transcript
records, scholastic honors, and promise of success in graduate or profes
sional study.
Application forms and additional information may be obtained from
Nancy Lewis, Fogler Library, and Robert Dunlap, Chemistry Department,
Aubert Hall.

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEES ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Three awards are provided annually to professional employees whose
actions and activities above and beyond normal work responsibilities have
provided outstanding service to their fields, to the University, or to the
community as a whole. In recognition of the employees’ accomplishments
and contributions, a cash stipend of $1000 is presented to each awardee.
Awards are presented at the annual Outstanding Employee Banquet held in
the Spring.
A professional employee must be nominated by another University
employee. To be eligible for an award, the employee must be a current
represented or non-represented professional employee with a minimum of
three years of continuous service to the University. The employee need not
be in the same position over that three-year period. When nominating an
individual, please describe the actions and activities that deserve consider
ation for the award; include the positive impact the person has had on the
field, the University or outside community organization. Describe the unique
characteristics that set the performance of the individual above normal,
expected performance levels.
Nomination forms and additional information are available from Karen
Boucias, Graduate School, or Maxine Harrow, Shibles Hall. Deadline for
receipt of nominations is Feb. 28.
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Recycling continued from page 2
The most visible segment of UMaine's waste reduction and
recycling effort that is open to the public is found in the Depot,
the campus-based recycling and redemption center. It's here that
members of University and other communities can redeem
returnable bottles and cans, and also recycle newsprint, card
board and brown paper, mixed office paper waste, books/catalogs/magazines, auto waste oil, tin/steel cans and aluminum foil
products, clear glass, and plastic six-pack rings. Given that the
volume of recyclables recovered through the student-operated
Depot are generated primarily from off campus, the Depot
contributes more to the town of Orono’s state-mandated recovery
efforts than it does to the University’s. This is one of the many
examples of how the University’s recovery efforts benefit local
municipalities. Old Town's recycling center also plays a role in
UMaine’s efforts. The town maintains the facilities to process
recyclables generated by UMaine, a member of the Maine
Resource Recovery Association’s Cooperative Marketing Program.
State law continues to be the catalyst for some of UMaine's
campus-based recycling programs. One of the newest is the dry
cell battery management plan, designed to curb the incineration
of batteries - the primary source of mercury in municipal solid
waste. But like any new recyclable, until strong end-user markets
are developed, it will cost more to recycle dry cell batteries than it
does to dispose of them, even though such battery recycling
reduces solid waste stream weights.
Small cardboard boxes are now available for offices and depart
ments to send used mercuric oxide, nickel cadmium and led-acid
dry cell batteries via campus mail to the Waste Management
Shop for recycling. Bulk recycling also is available to those
campus areas with high-volume use of such batteries.
It is estimated that more than 5,000 batteries are purchased on

Registrar’s Office

continued from page 2

Cox came to the University of Maine from Central Connecticut
State University where she was registrar for four years. She has
been in higher education since 1975, working in institutional
research, admissions, student information systems and then
Registrar’s Office.
Her title as UMaine director of student records more accu
rately reflects the responsibilities of the job traditionally known
in higher education as registrar, she says. “The Registrar’s
Office, like many across the country, is no longer just a registra
tion office,” she says. “It is involved with everything from pre
registration and exam scheduling to the processing of grades the ultimate result of registration.”
Eventually, Cox predicts that the UMaine Registrar’s Office
also will undergo a name change to better reflect its duties in the
University community. Other changes on the horizon for the
office Cox now heads include the hiring of an associate director of
student records and a campuswide strengthening of policies
regarding credits and degree requirements.
“There are things that need doing,” says Cox. “We need to get
many policies in writing that have existed until now only as
practices. There are other policies in writing that are enforced
differently in different colleges. We need to examine policies, get
the writing clarified and then have uniform standards.
“The associate director we’ll hire will be charged with doing
NCAA compliance, transfer credit evaluation and degree audit three related evaluation services. All three will be automated to
provide consistency, and more efficiently provide those evalua
tions to offices that need them across campus. This kind of auto
mated degree auditing will free faculty to concentrate on
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campus through Central Supply, 80 percent of which are alkaline
and not mandated for recycling under Maine law. But according
to Wilkerson, once the state-required battery recycling is "up and
running" on campus, the next step will be voluntary alkaline
battery recycling.
Other campus-based recycling initiatives the University
community will see in coming months:
▼ laser printer cartridges reconditioned for reuse. Waste
Management will pilot a six-month program in which spent laser
printer cartridges will be reconditioned by an Alfred, Maine
based company at a cost savings of up to 50 percent off the price
of new cartridges. Campus offices and departments will pay
postage to send cartridges for reconditioning. In what is expected
to be a 10-day turnaround, the reconditioned cartridges, guaran
teed to meet manufacturers' specifications, are returned to
campus. In an effort to track department usage, Waste
Management will bill offices and departments monthly for
printer cartridge reconditioning.
▼ clear plastics. Waste Management hopes by this summer to
be recycling No. 2 clear plastic, from which milk and water
containers are made. While plastics in some ways are the easiest
to recycle, they are bulky and cumbersome to process and
market.
▼ fluorescent fight tubes and ballasts. The mercury content of
fluorescent light tubes makes them a recycling priority. Such
recycling will be timely as part of the upcoming campuswide
retrofitting of fluorescent light fixtures with the latest technology.
The new fluorescent tubes and fixtures will improve lighting in
campus buildings and are projected to reduce the University's
electric bill by up to 16 million kilowatt hours annually. ▲

mentoring and advising rather than worrying about course
requirements,” Cox says.
Such automation has become more and more of a marketing
and retention tool in higher education, Cox says. “Students
coming in with transfer credit will be able to get immediate
credit and degree reports to plan the remainder of their
academic programs. Automated degree auditing that is easily
accessible to faculty and students would eliminate mistakes in
course registration, as well as quickly provides answers to the
‘what if questions when there are other majors being consid
ered. Such automation provides a template to standardize
everyone, incorporating exceptions made on the authority of the
colleges.”
Improvement of automation of student records came last
month when, for the first time in the institution’s history,
students had the option of dialing a telephone number to get the
latest information on fall semester grades and GPAs. The
service, which most students learned about by calling the
Registrar’s Office to inquire about semester grades, received
surprising response.
“We had more than 22,000 calls in a two-week period in
December alone,” says Cox. “That means some students were
calling more than once, and some may have even been calling
every horn-, but for its first semester, and for a system only
advertised in December, it was clear that this campus is ready
for more automated applications. And there are more coming. In
the near future, we expect to have registration by phone, or at
the very least students’ course schedules by phone.” ▲

Press

continued from page 1

“University presses make a statement about the kind of institu
tion you are,” adds Tarr. “The University of Maine is the research
and graduate institution of the System, and having or not having
a press makes a statement about our scholarly interests.”
The University of Maine Press began as a faculty project known
as the Maine Studies Series. Faculty monographs on such highly
specialized topics as “The Effect of Magnetization on the Elasticity
of Rods,” and “The Habitat, Anatomy and Embryology of the
Giant Scallop,” were published in seven volumes by 1907. The
series took a hiatus until 1924, then returned to publish 90
volumes up until 1977.
It was in the ‘70s that the Press began publishing books on
subjects that would appeal to a wider audience. A loosely knit
committee of faculty reading and editing manuscripts was
replaced by a board of editors, and later a board of directors.
“It was former UMaine President Paul Silverman who lobbied
that you can’t have a university without a university press,” says
David Smith, retired professor of history who was one of several
voluntary directors of the University of Maine Press until its first
permanent director was named in 1988. “A university exists to
provide information to make fives better, and one of the ways is in
the publishing of books. A university press is an outlet for mate
rials that a press-for-profit would not necessarily want to do, yet
these are books that enhance the lives of taxpayers and others.
Occasionally the press hits a best-seller, but it’s not in it for that
reason.”
Through the years, the most popular have included such titles
as Katahdin Skylines, which has been reprinted five times since it
was first published in 1981. The Press published the first book on
Maine’s lumber industry in 1935, which was followed by Smith’s
History ofMaine Lumbering in 1971, now in its third printing.
The timeless and ever-popular Winter Keys to Woody Plants of
Maine is going into reprint this spring, as are two other titles:
Penobscot Man and Old John Neptune.
In reconstituting a board of directors and board of editors for
the Press last spring, Tarr announced that while his ultimate goal
was to publish 12-15 new books a year, he would “settle for a half
dozen in the first year and a half.” Tb date, two new titles have
been published since last spring, including Dear Mom: World War
11 Remembered in a Sailor’s Letters, by R.C. McCrum, and Arline
Thomson’s Discovering Elizabethan London, one of the few excep
tions made to the Press’s dedication to regional titles.
Within months, the Press will debut The Civil War Recollections
of General Ellis Spear: A Maine Commander’s View of Gettysburg
and Other Battlefronts, co-edited by Abbott Spear, grandson of the
late General, and David Smith. The popular “Dear Friend Anna”:
The Civil War Letters ofa Common Soldier from Maine has been
recently reprinted, and author Beverly Kallgren’s sequel, Anna
and Abial, is expected as early as March. Maine: The Pine Tree
State from Prehistory to the Present, a history of Maine co-edited
by UMaine Associate Professor of History Richard Judd, should be
in bookstores and available for use as a text in classes by next
month.
“This is a fledgling operation, but it is of high quality, not high
quantity,” says Tarr. “What we need now is aggressive marketing.
In seeking the first permanent director (a three-quarter-time posi
tion) for the Press in two years, we’ll be seeking someone with the
professional experience to market and produce books.” ▲

Send notices of upcoming campus events and any spring
schedules to Maine Perspective for inclusion in the
UMaine Calendar.

This month, the University of Maine Press relocated to the fourth floor of
Corbett Hall where it occupies two rooms and includes a reading library
complete with copies of the many titles published through the years. It is
staffed by history graduate student and newspaperjournalist Tom McCord,
administrative aide to the Press.
Photo by Tim Boyd

Task Force

continued from page 1

program in aquaculture. Students can earn degrees with
emphasis in marine sciences in seven baccalaureate programs, 14
master of science programs, and 10 doctoral programs. At
present those programs are spread out over four of our eight
colleges and four research units. Over 60 members of UMaine’s
faculty and program professionals are involved in marine science
teaching, research, and public service.
With so much marine-related activity taking place, there was
strong agreement that UMaine needs to examine ways to focus
that work within one administrative unit. One of Hutchinson’s
charges to the task force will be to review what structure would
be most appropriate.
UMaine’s increased involvement in marine-related activities
has been encouraged by many people in business, industry, and
government.
The task force’s membership consists of Dan Belknap (chair),
Bruce Barber, Susan Brawley, Gary King, Irv Komfield, Larry
Mayer, Jim McCleave, Jim Gilbert, and Jim Wilson. Vice
Presidents Judson Sheridan and Judith Bailey, along with Dean
Dagmar Cronn, will serve in an advisory capacity on the task
force. Scott Delcourt of the Office of Research and Public Service
will staff the group.
The task force’s report is due May 1,1995. ▲

PRESIDENTIAL OUTSTANDING TEACHING AWARD
In recognition of the importance of outstanding teaching to the
University of Maine, nominations are now being accepted for the 1995
Presidential Outstanding Teaching Award.
The Presidential Outstanding Teaching award is presented annually to
a tenured University of Maine faculty member who has demonstrated
outstanding commitment to and ability in the teaching area, while main
taining a commitment to scholarship and public service. The recipient
will receive a medallion and a check for $1,500.
For this year, deadline for receipt of nominations is Feb. 28.
Nomination forms can be obtained from Carole Gardner in the Office
of Academic Affairs, 209 Alumni Hall, X1617.
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MOVING SALE: Leaving the continent!

Beautiful wooden furniture: bed +
mattress, bureau, orthopedic chair, etc.;
racing bike and bike; volleyball shoes
#10; soccker shoes #11; heating pad;
mini tape recorder; sheets; clothes;
books and textbooks; stationary. All in
good condition and cheap. Feb. 11,10noon or call Raphael at 8664710 for
further details.
FOR RENT
HOUSE: Newly redone small 2-bedraom

Maine Perspective classified ads are
published weekly and are free to faculty,
staff and students at the University of
Maine. Ads must be typewritten and
include a telephone number. They will be
published one week only unless other
wise specified. Send ads to: Maine
Perspective Classifieds, Public Affairs.
Ads must be received by 9 a.m. the
Friday before they are to appear in the
next week’s issue.
FOR SALE
TREADMILL: Programmable 3100 ps, ds

motor. Electronic and manual control of
speed, time, distance, incline. Can
measure pulse and calories loss used
few times, like new. Cost $700, want
$400. Call 866-2458.

house in Milford. Full basement, W/D
hook-up, and beautiful view of Penobscot
River. $500/month + utilities. Security
deposit. Call 827-2483 after 5 p.m.
ROOM: In Orono, lovely modern home in
woods near busline. Share kitchen and
laundry room. Off-street parking, storage
area, pets allowed. Non-smokers only.
Rent $225 a month plus utilities. We will
reduce your rent in exchange for house
hold chores. Call 866-5548, evenings.

FREE
PLASTIC CONTAINERS: Come to Fernaid
Snack Bar, follow the signs for free
plastic containers at the bottom of the
stairs. First come, first serve, various
sizes available.

Black and white photographic technician with strong photography skills
needed to fill a part-time, fixed-length appointment through May in the
Department of Public Affairs. The position is 20 hours a week, flexible
schedule, $7.O8/hour. To apply, send cover letter and resume to:
Margaret Nagle, Executive Editor, Maine Perspective. Department of
Public Affairs. Deadline for applications is Feb. 10.

Employees & Students

Positions Available
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

The qualifications within the listings below are greatly abbreviated. In
order to assess your background relative to the job and to submit the most
effective application, contact the hiring department for more complete
information.
To appear in the Maine Perspective, advertisements must be submitted
to the Office ofEqual Opportunity, 318 Alumni Hall, no later than noon
on Wednesday. Guidelines for filling professional positions are available
by contacting the Office of Equal Opportunity, xl226. A Request to Fill
form must be approved before posting in Maine Perspective.
Assistant/Associate Research Professor (Satellite Oceanographer),
Department of Oceanography. Academic year, soft-money, non-tenure track
position. Initial appointment is for one year, with reappointment for a second
year dependent on performance. Funding is available for 2 years; continuation
beyond the initial 2-year period is contingent upon availability of funds.
Qualifications: Ph.D. in Oceanography or a related field and demonstrable
experience in the field of satellite remote sensing of the oceans. Deadline for
Applications: 5/1/95. Start Date: 9/1/95. Contact: Search Committee,
Department of Oceanography, University of Maine, 5741 Libby Hall, Orono, ME
04469-5741.

Assistant Professor (Water Quality/Waste Utilization/Environmental
Engineering), Department of Bio-Resource Engineering. Nine-month, tenure
track position, 20 percent teaching and 80 percent research. Qualifications:
Ph.D. in agricultural or biological engineering or closely related discipline is
required. Must either be a registered professional engineer or demonstrate
successfully the ability to become a registered professional engineer. Effective
oral and written skills are essential. Deadline for Applications: 3/31/95. Start
Date: 6/1/95 or as soon thereafter as possible. Contact: Hayden Soule,
Chair, Search Committee, Bio-Resource Engineering Department, University of
Maine, 5710 Bio-Resource, Orono, ME 04469-5710.
Associate Director of Student Records, Registrar's Office. Full-time, fiscalyear position. Qualifications: Master’s degree or equivalent knowledge or expe
rience; prior experience in higher education administration, with preference
given to demonstrated successful experience with NCAA certification, transfer
evaluation, or degree audit; supervisory experience; demonstrated oral and
written communication skills; and experience with the development and main
tenance of automated student information systems. Salary: $32,000$38,000. Deadline for Applications: 3/1/95. Start Date: As soon as possible.
Contact: Associate Director of Student Records Search, University of Maine,
Office of Student Records, 5781 Wingate Hall, Orono, ME 04469-5781.

WEIGHT WATCHERS AT WORK NEW 1995 PROGRAM
First Meeting of the New Session Begins - Tuesday, Jan. 31
Noon-1 p.m., FFA Room
10-week session - $89. No registration fee. Payroll deduction available for
employees. Visa, MasterCard, and checks accepted.

Want to join but can't meet on Tuesdays at noon? Take advantage of
payroll deduction by joining the At Work Program and attend any local
Weight Watcher's meeting that fits into your schedule for no additional
cost. For more details, contact the Employee Health & Benefits Office,
581-2366.

SURPLUS SALE: The University of Maine offers for sale, on an as-is whereis basis, the following: (1) SMALL WOODEN DESK, single pedestal, $5O;(l)
CANON NP 4835F COPIER, $400; (20) MAC PLUS COMPUTERS, 1 Meg, no
hard drive, mono, $65 each; (10) IMAGEWRITER I & II PRINTERS, $75
each; (1) SMALL METAL DESK, single pedestal, $30, DEPTS ONLY; (1)
SAVIN 5015 COPIER, $50; (1) SAVIN 300 FAX MACHINE, $50; (1) ELEC
TRONIC STENCIL CUTTER, Eklund 7800, $50; (4) ROOM DIVIDERS (PARTI
TIONS), fabric with metal frames, free standing $50 each; (2) PRINTER
STANDS, 4' high, $10 each; (1) CLOTHES DRYER, Westinghouse, needs
belt $25; (1) CANOFILE 250 SCANNER, with printer and drive, excellent
condition, BEST OFFER.
Off-campus inquiries are welcome. Items usually sell for the prices speci
fied, however, lower offers are sometimes considered. For further informa
tion contact Ron Logan, Purchasing Dept., 581-2692. E-mail Logan@Maine.
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The University of Maine does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin or citizenship status,
age, disability or veteran status, and promotes affirmative action for
women, minorities, persons with disabilities and veterans. Unless other
wise specified, the jobs are full-time and the address for the application
information is: the contact person listed, department, University ofMaine,
Orono, ME 04469.

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS IN MARINE STUDIES
As part of its commitment to marine studies, the University of Maine
seeks to matriculate and retain excellent graduate students in various
aspects of marine studies. Therefore, several research fellowships will be
available for students wishing to enter or continue graduate studies in the
marine program at the University. Fellowships will be awarded for one year
with potential for one additional year. The stipend from the Center for
Marine Studies is $8,424 for nine months; the Center will also pay tuition.
While the Center has no academic program, it will support students
pursuing degrees in any of the marine fields represented at the University
of Maine.
Seven complete copies of each nomination should be submitted to
CMS/Sea Grant Research Fellowships Committee, Center for Marine
Studies, 14 Coburn Hall, University of Maine. Orono, ME 04468, no later
than noon, Tuesday. Feb. 21. Application/nomination forms and more infor
mation may be obtained from Kathy Carson, CMS, 14 Coburn Hall,
University of Maine, Orono, ME. Phone 581-1435.

Betsy Ross continued from page 8
Perhaps more to the point, how is it that other history paintings
depicting men can be considered worthy documents, whether factually
accurate or merely symbolic, while the story and images of Betsy Ross
can be summarily dismissed as legend, oral tradition or gossip? And
juxtaposed to the lack of historic record of the actual construction of the
first American flag are the facts that Betsy Ross was an independent
businesswoman who ran a thriving upholstery shop after the death of
her husband - a contradictory image to the domestic, maternal depic
tion of Betsy Ross in the painting.
“It’s about the question: What is history?” says Menezes. “Political
history, cultural history, the definition of‘facts’ and ‘truth.’ What’s real
is that everything is mediated. It’s the construction of the narrative of
this painting that generated the romanticized legend, The painting
depicts the flag’s “birth,’ and thus Betsy becomes ‘mother.’ This image is
part of cultural knowledge because the personas portrayed are impor
tant to the construction of national identity. Remember, here the
mother defines the father as well.
“Then history textbooks in the ‘40s are able to write her out of
history by describing her as “lusty.’ In that way, historians dethrone the
Madonna she portrays in this painting, rather than debunking the
story with some kind of conflicting evidence. There is no definitive
evidence about the making of any first flag, but traditional historians
are vehemently opposed to any credence being given to the Betsy Ross
story. Personally, I am fascinated by the passion generated in the argu
ments over whether this story is true or not - on both sides.”
Menezes is a Ph.D. candidate in American Studies at Emory
University and the recipient of one of four New England Board of
Higher Education Dissertation Fellowships for Minority Students.
During her Fellowship year, which places her as scholar-in-residence at
UMaine's Art Department, she is working to finish her dissertation:
“The Birth of Our Nation’s Flag: Domesticity, Labor and Maternal
Heroism in the Image of Betsy Ross.” As one of two Dissertation
scholars in 12-month residency at campuses in the University of Maine
System (Angela Bowen is at USM), Menezes also presents her work in
public lectures and informal colloquia, sits in on undergraduate classes
and participates in University activities, making herself available to
students.
Her dissertation is an interdisciplinaiy project within the field of
American Studies, incorporating work in American history to investi
gate the construction of American historiography, as well as art history
in a critique of American narrative painting. It involves the construc. tion - and the deconstruction - of an historical legend based on the
reading of a single public image.
“The construction of historical narrative images are necessarily
condensations of time and events, still this painting is criticized for
being inaccurate in its depiction of an authentic historical moment,”
says Menezes. “The story goes that George Washington and the flag
committee wanted to have a flag to unify the nation. They had a
preliminary design drawn up, and went to Betsy probably because one
of the men, George Ross, was the uncle of her late husband. She had
never made a flag before, but said that she would try. She gave sugges
tions about modifying the design into a rectangle instead of a square,
and making the stars five-pointed instead of six. Then a finalized
drawing was sent back to her and she made the prototype. But the
painting shows the three men, the original drawing on the table, the
sewing scraps on the floor, and the finished flag on her lap. It’s a narra
tive painting.”
The story of Betsy Ross was first made public in 1870 in a presenta
tion to the Pennsylvania Historical Society by Ross’s grandson. It had
been part of “continual knowledge” through the years, but was lacking
public knowledge or documentation. Weisgerber is said to have first
heard of the story of Betsy Ross from a local tavern owner in his home
town of Philadelphia. When there were no known portraits of Betsy
Ross, Weisgerber made a composite of what she might of looked like at

the age of 24 from images of her daughters and granddaughters. For
the images of the flag committee members, Weisgerber copied portraits
of Washington and the other two men. Weisgerber’s work was painted
for the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1892 where the 9’ by 12’ painting was
exhibited in the Pennsylvania Pavilion as an historic document. It was
Weisgerber’s submission to a state contest for a painting to be hung in
that pavilion, and for his winning entry, he was awarded a trip to Paris
to study art. The work was never formally exhibited in a gallery or
museum.
Weisgerber remained enthralled by the Betsy Ross legacy, and years
later purchased and restored the Ross home for a museum. The Betsy
Ross Memorial Association was subsidized through sales of chro
molithographs of the Weisgerber painting. With more than 2 million
sold across the country for a 10-cent subscription fee, the sale of the
chromolithographs became one of the first mass marketing schemes in
American history. And while such mass production served to devalue
the original painting, it also circulated the image widely enough as to
enter it into American consciousness for generations.
For the Weisgerber family today, the concern is not with regener
ating interest in the painting but in restoring Betsy Ross to her place in
the annals of histoiy. For Menezes, seeing the painting conserved as an
historic document is only a part of what she hopes to accomplish
through her research.
“It’s about learning to look critically at images, particularly images
that portend to be depictions of history,” says Menezes. “It’s probably an
art historian’s dream to find a lost painting, but I can’t take credit for
that because it really just fell into my lap. It’s the significance of the
image that interested me - and not being able to find a reproduction of
an image that is so well known. I had to go to Philadelphia - to the
Betsy Ross House - just to get a look at the image when I first started
the project. New Jersey was just across the river.
“The attacks on the Betsy Ross stoiy seem to be directed more at the
narrative as constructed by Weisgerber rather than the story as
presented by Ross’s grandson in 1870. That in itself proves the power of
images,” says Menezes. “When there is anger because historical images
are being read critically, it is because the ideological constructs that are
portrayed remain part of cultural belief, and are probably necessary for
the stability of the contemporary political structure. The United States
would not support a critical re-reading of depictions of Columbus and
the ‘discovery’ of America. A great deal of scholarship and a full-blown
exhibition was ready to go and suddenly lost funding. And that was
1992.
‘To believe that the Betsy Ross story is untrue, you must believe that
one, 24-year-old Quaker-woman made up this complicated story ‘out of
whole cloth,’ and then told only her daughters. It remained family lore
for 40 years after her death, when her grandson began to wonder if it
was true. He researched and never found any written proof of its truth,
but neither did he find any conflicting evidence, so he presented it all to
historians who accepted his documentation. And now, 125 years later,
more than 50 years after traditional historians have all said it’s hooey,
Betsy Ross is still alive and well and part of American cultural
heritage. The creation of this kind of historic icon from a bedtime story
seems almost as unbelievable as George Washington walking a block
and a half from his hotel room to see an upholstery shop owner and ask
her about making a flag. Clearly absurd.”
But whether or not the stoiy is true is unimportant, Menezes says.
“The clear fact is that Betsy Ross and the Weisgerber portrait are
important as part of American cult ural history, and whether read as
myth or truth, they say a lot about how we view our national heritage,”
she says. “It is relatively easy to look critically at history paintings as
constructs, even if those readings are controversial, but hopefully what
is extrapolated from the process of deconstruction is the ability to look
at all visual images as mediated representations, constructed through
cultural filters.” ▲
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data acquired by Earth-orbiting
satellites. Researchers in any
field of physical, biological, or
social science concerned with
land processes and their effects
are encouraged to apply. Grants
are limited to Landsat MSS
and AVHRR data for contermi
nous United States, Alaska,
and Hawaii sites. Deadline:
April 1.

National Science
Foundation's human capital

research initiative seeks to
advance understanding of the
causes of psychological,
social, economic, and cultural
capacity for productive citizen
ship. Proposals are invited for
fundamental research in six
social contexts: workplace,
education, family, neighbor
hood, disadvantage, and
poverty. Target dates: Feb. 15,
Aug. 15.
Lesbian Health Fund makes

grants of $500 - $7,500 for
research relevant to lesbian
health. Goals include investiga
tions of access to medical care,
mental health concerns, lesbian
family issues, and determina
tion of rates and risk factors for
cancers, infection and other
diseases. Deadline: March 1.
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency supports

projects that address environ
mental justice issues by
fostering pollution prevention
efforts in affected communities.
Eligible activities include
public education, research,
demonstration, evaluation,
technical assistance, etc.
Maximum award: $100,000.
Deadline: March 31.

Charles A. and Anne
Morrow Lindbergh
Foundation makes grants of

up to $10,580 for research and
education to further a balance
between the advance of tech
nology and the preservation of
the environment. Projects are
supported in agriculture, aviation/aerospace, conservation of
natural resources, education,
exploration, health and waste
management. Deadline:
June 13.
National Institutes of
Health make Academic

Research Enhancement
Awards to stimulate biomedical
and behavioral research at
educational institutions that
are not major recipients of NIH
support. Eligible Pls must not
have active research grant
support. Maximum award:
$75,000 in direct costs for a
period of not more than 36
months. Deadline: June 21.
For more information, call
Research & Sponsored
Programs, X1476.

WOMEN IN THE CURRICULUM SUMMER GRANTS
The Women in the Curriculum Program is committed to supporting scholar
ship on women and to assisting in the development of a university
curriculum that is inclusive of the history, contributions, values, aspirations
and perspectives of women, as well as men. Toward these goals, the WIC
Program offers grants to University of Maine faculty in all departments for
(1) curriculum development and revision, (2) research projects and (3)
projects aimed at improving the academic climate for women students.

Eligibility
▼ Individual faculty members whose affiliation with the University
is expected to continue next year.
▼ Departmental and interdepartmental faculty teams are eligible
and encouraged. As long as at least one faculty member is
centrally involved, teams may include professional and classified
staff, students, and others from the community, if appropriate.
▼ College committees on teaching.
▼ Faculty who have recently begun exploring scholarship on
women, as well as those with experience in Women’s Studies
scholarship and teaching.
▼ Past WIC grant recipients, except those receiving grants last year.

Funding Levels
Individual or group projects may be funded up to $2,500. Requests can be
made for stipends as well as expenses of carrying out the project. Amounts
will depend on the complexity of the projects and the funds available.
Timing
Preliminary proposals are due Feb. 24, and final proposals are due
March 24. Notification of awards should be made around April 14. Last
year awardees participated in some group sessions in May during the
faculty development programs, and we hope to continue that. It is expected
that the rest of the funded work will be completed during the summer.
Certain parts of projects which involve workshops or colloquia with outside
speakers or consultants may occur during the next academic year, although
most planning and development should take place in the summer.

For more Information
Contact the WIC Office. 581-1228, for a detailed request for proposals or
to discuss your project with WIC Director Ann Schonberger.

SENIOR ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIPS FOR NONTRADITIONAL STUDENTS
Applications are available at THE COMMUTER OFFICE
Second Floor, Union. Application Deadline: Feb.lO
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